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After the elimination of Charleston in 1863 as a viable entry port for running the blockade,

Wilmington became the major source of external supply for the Confederacy during the Civil War.

The story of blockade running on the Cape Fear River was one of the most important factors

determining the fate of the South. Here author Dawson Carr takes a comprehensive look at the

men, their ships, their cargoes, and their voyages. Photos, maps.
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The American Civil War has provided countless authors with material for nearly one hundred fifty

years. Still, with the thousands of books and articles written about this war, some aspects of the

struggle are often overlooked. I have in fact seldom run across a book, which has for its entire

subject the blockade of a single southern port. I am sure other such works exist but I haven't seen

them. But no matter what other books are out there I doubt they can hold a candle to this work. In

fact, I have seldom ever been so enthralled with a book. Dawson Carr has provided us with a

concise, thrilling, well-researched, and very understandable look at the wartime activities along the

Cape Fear coast. The writing is absolutely wonderful and the story draws the reader in like a classic

novel. You will not want to put this book down until you have finished it.Carr begins his narrative

with the early efforts of North Carolina to secure its coast and proceeds from there. The stories of

the building of the coastal fortifications are well told and informative but it is his stories of the

blockade-runners and their pursuers that will grab the reader's attention. One can almost feel the

tension on the decks as the runners try to slip by the Union blockade, which grows in strength every



month. As the pilots strain to make out landmarks in the total darkness the runners used for cover

one can almost imagine being there and trying to make out some form on land, hoping the first thing

you see isn't an enemy ship.All of Carr's stories aren't of the blockade-runners though, for he also

covers events in Wilmington, Richmond, Liverpool, and many other locations that are involved in

this story.
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